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ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Vol. XI. November 8,1850. No. 1 


Rev. R. Sheepshanks, V.P., in the Chair. 

James Wm. Jeans, Esq., of Grantham, Lincolnshire, and 
Peter Legh, Esq., of Norbury Booth’s Hall, 
were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 


Lieut. Stratford, R.N., has published an ephemeris of Faye’s 
Comet for the present month of December. The limits are between 
21 h 30™ and 22 h 30 m right ascension, and 97 0 and 95 0 north polar 
distance from Dec. 1 to Dec. 31. 

Attention is called to the total eclipse of the sun of July 28, 
which will be favourably seen in the north-east of Europe. 


DE GASPARIS’ NEW PLANET. 

Letter to Mr . Hind, from Professor Annibale de Gasparis. 

Naples , Nov. 4, 1850. 

“ I have the honour to inform you that on the evening of No¬ 
vember 2, at about 6 h 5Q m p.m., I discovered a new planet. It is 
somewhat fainter than Victoria , and has a rather rapid motion in 
right ascension. I found it while working at my zones near the 
ecliptic, the precise object of which is to find new planets. 

Approximate places. 

Naples M.T. R.A. Decl. 

I860. h m • o / // o / m 

Nov. 2 7 3 6*5 30 31 49*9 +7 58 55*0 

3 7 21 41*4 30 14. 58*3 +8 o 18*5 

“ I have written to M. Leverrier to request him to name the 
planet, and to assign its symbol. He has selected Egeria. 

“ The symbol of ' Hygeia is a serpent (like a Greek £) crowned 
with a star. That of Parthenope is a fish crowned with a star.” 

Altona. (Prof. Schumacher and Dr. Petersen.) 

AltonaM.T. R.A. Decl. 

1850. hms o / // o 1 u 

Nov. 13 13 25 45*2 27 34 25*0 +8 19 38*6 10 mag. 
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2 The New Planets Egeria and Victoria. 


Liverpool. 


Equatoreal. 

(Mr. 

Hartnup.) 

1850. 

Greenwich M.T. 

h m s 

R.A. 

h m s 

Log p 

N.P.D. 

0 / // 

Log — 

Nov. 16 

9 37 

n*8 

I 47 37*22 

7*845 

81 33 ii*6 

-^-9*8464 

— 

9 57 

8*2 

36*34 

7*545 

8*6 

9*8471 

— 

10 17 

4*4 

35*62- 

Mer. 

5*3 

9*8469 

Nov. 21 

9 5° 

H*5 

i 43 25*02 

—6*722 

81 18 55*4 

9*8450 

- - 

5 

11 *8 

34*38 

+ 7*3*4 

53*4 

9*845l 

— 

10 20 

9*4 

23*94 

+ 7*675 

5i*4 

9*8453 

Nov. 23 

8 20 

8*3 

* 4* 57*5i 

—8*i6o 

81 12 44*1 

9*8479 

— 

8 35 

5*4 

5 6 *95 

-8*077 

'. 40*7 

9*8467 

— 

0 

00 

2*6 

56*36 

-7 , 973 

38*2 

-9*8458 


The star of comparison for all the observations was o Piscium. The adopted 
mean place derived from the Greenwich 12-Year Catalogue is as follows: — 

Mean R.A. 1850-0. Mean N.P.D. 1850-0. 

h m s o / // 

0 Piscium 1 37 28*68 81 35 57*18 


THE NEW PLANET VICTORIA. 


Letter from Mr. Hind, Sept. 13, 1850. 

“ I hasten to announce to you my discovery of another new 
planet this evening, at io h io m M.T. in Pegasus. Rough reductions 


give,— 

Green. M.T. 
1850 . h m s 

Sept; 13 IO 12 9 

II 18 50 

II 41 38 


R.A. 

h m s 

23 43 56*65 

54* 3 a 
23 43 53* 2 ° 


Decl. 


+ 13 49 45*2 
+ 13 49 34*2 


“ The first observation of declination doubtful. The planet is a 
full 9th magnitude, and to my eye somewhat blueish. 

“ September 16. 

“ By a very vexatious mistake in using the wrong comparison 
star, my places of the planet were thrown wrong. The following 
are the corrected observations :— 


Green. M.T. 
h m s 

Sept. 13 11 29 36 

14 8 28 24 


R.A. 

h m s 

z 3 44 45-08 
*3 44 *' 5 6 


Decl. 
o / . // 

+ 14 6 42*9 

+ 13 59 29*3 


“ It is fully as bright as stars of the 8th mag. I have called 
the new planet Victoria, for which I have devised, as a symbol, a 
star and laurel branch, emblematic of the Goddess of Victory.” 

The above extracts are taken from Mr. Hind’s letters, written 
at the time. The following more particular account has since been 
received:— 

“ About ten o’clock on the evening of the 13th of September 
I discovered a new planet in the constellation Pegasus. I was 
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